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Blackburn is Inspiring 2025
Bringing together education, employers, and young people to build the future workforce

BLACKBURN’S INSPIRING 2025
Shaping Futures, Raising Aspirations 

This year’s Blackburn’s Inspiring
event took place at Blackburn Leisure
Centre on Thursday 18th  of
September, organised and delivered
by BwDBC’s New Directions team.

t

Now in its eighth year, the purpose of
the event is to inform and inspire
young people of the options available
once they leave school or complete
their post 16 studies. Almost 2000
young people attended the event
from BwD secondary schools and
sixth forms, as well as some young
people who are not currently
engaged in education, employment
of training. 

There were 71 exhibitors on the
day, including local employers,
colleges, sixth forms, training
providers, and universities.
Employers such as the Eric
Wright Group, Forbes Solicitors,
Lancashire Fire and Rescue, and
Leyland Trucks took part,
alongside third sector
organisations like Youth Action
and Blackburn with Darwen
Youth Zone.

The event featured
interactive activities,
giving young people
the chance to learn
hands-on and talk
with employers and
training providers. It
was also a great
opportunity for
businesses to meet
potential future
employees.

If you would like to share organisational updates, success stories, or collaborative working experiences, we'd love to

hear from you! Please send your submissions via email to sabiha.patel@blackburn.gov.uk

newdirections@blackburn.gov.uk

01254 666424

For More
Information

https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/jobs/help-find-job/employability-mentoring
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/jobs/help-find-job/employability-mentoring


Audley Neighbourhood
Learning Centre, Pringle St,

Blackburn, BB1 1SF

EVERY THURSDAY

1-3pm

JOB CLUB
Supporting People into Work 

CV & Cover Letters 

Getting Online 

Interview Coaching  

Job Searching  

Learn a new course 

Build your confidence

Our professional and experienced support workers are on-hand
to help you get back to work. We have access to a range of
courses, work experience and volunteering opportunities that
will help to improve your appeal to employers. 

employmentsupport@blackburn.gov.uk

01254 666483

contact for more 
information 

https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/jobs/help-find-job/employability-mentoring

Audley 
Neighbourhood 

Learning 
Centre, 

Pringle St, 
Blackburn, 

BB1 1SF

Bank Top 
Neighbourhood 

Learning 
Centre, 

Arthur Way, 
Blackburn, 

BB2 1QP

Darwen 
Community

Helpers, 
Bridge St,  
Darwen, 
BB3 2AA

EVERY 
TUESDAY

EVERY
WEDNESDAY

EVERY 
THURSDAY

1-3pm
9.30am-
11.30am

9.30am-
11.30am

https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/jobs/help-find-job/employability-mentoring
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/jobs/help-find-job/employability-mentoring
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/jobs/help-find-job/employability-mentoring


01254 507720/  01254 581175

Whatever the stage of

your career...

We are here to help!

NCS@blackburn.gov.uk

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk

Discover your 
career options 

through our 
skills assessment

Access training, 
courses and 

apprenticehips 

Develop job 
search,
 CV and 

interview skills 

Understand 
the local 

job market 

Find your new job or change your
career

We help adults of all ages,
both in and out of work.

Get In Touch 

New Directions is a careers, information and advice service for young people within Blackburn and
Darwen. We can provide you with the support you need to make choices about your future. Come
and meet our team of friendly advisors at one of the  sessions below.

Monday: 1-4pm                   Audley and Queens Park Children’s Centre
Monday: 1-4pm                   Little Harwood Family Hub
Tuesday: 1-4pm                  Darwen Health Centre
Wednesday: 12-3pm          Livesey Family Hub
Wednesday: 1-4pm            Shadsworth Family Hub
Thursday: 10 - 12pm          Wensley Fold Children’s Centre
Thursday: 12 - 3pm             Higher Croft Children’s Centre
Thursday: 1 - 4pm               Darwen Health Centre

Are you 16-19 and looking for a new direction?/
Are you 14-25yrs with an EHCP? 

newdirections@blackburn.gov.uk01254 666424

https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/jobs/
help-find-job/careers-advice-new-
directions

http://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/jobs/help-find-job/careers-advice-new-directions




Blackburn with Darwen Adult Learning provides a variety
of educational opportunities aimed at adults 19+

adultlearning@blackburn.gov.uk

https://www.bwdlearning.org

Find out more information about courses by 
contacting them 

01254 507720 / 581175

Learn at your own pace in a relaxed,
supportive environment    

No exams unless you want them,
 Small and welcoming groups  - 

*FREE for all learners! 

*

https://www.bwdlearning.org/
mailto:adultlearning@blackburn.gov.uk
https://www.bwdlearning.org/


Alphabet Training is an experienced training agency, apprenticeship
provider, and business support consultancy. 

www.alphabet-training.co.uk

01254 679998

bootcamps@alphabet-training.co.uk

Get In Touch 

For more information 
on the

courses offered 
please contact: 

Tailored support is offered to young people aged
14-24, with progression coaches assisting with CV
writing, interview practice, job applications, work

experience, and finding employment.

www.alphabet-training.co.uk

01254 292000

laura.billington@blackburnyz.org

Get In Touch 

https://www.alphabet-training.co.uk/
https://www.alphabet-training.co.uk/


Whatever challenges you’re facing, if you’re aged 16 to 30, The King’s Trust (formerly
known as The Prince's Trust) is here for you.
You’ve got what it takes to gain the confidence and skills to get a job. But sometimes it
takes that first step, and we're here to help.



Are you aged 16 – 25 and think you will benefit from joining
our next Prince’s Trust Team programme?

 
Are you struggling to find the right job?

Thinking college isn't for you?
Want to develop important skills to 

help you reach your potential?
 Do you want to gain new experiences, a qualification

up to level 2 and work as part of a team in a huge
variety of activities?

Do you want to build your CV?

PTBlackburn@lancsfirerescue.org.uk 

Get In Touch 

We have new 12-week TEAM programme’s
starting at Blackburn Fire Station 

07900268703 / 07900268704

https://www.lancsfirerescue.org.uk/your-
community/princes-trust

mailto:PTBlackburn@lancsfirerescue.org.uk


The skills for work team at Blackburn college are  passionate about people, we are
passionate about serving our community & helping to upskill our local community.

01254 292382 skillsforworkhub@blackburn.ac.uk

SKILLS FOR WORK 
CONTACT 





07939 347801

communitycollege@brfctrust.co.uk 

Please contact  Michelle on: 

Get In Touch 

For more information or to make 
a referral,

What You'll Learn
Employability skills
Functional skills in maths and 
English
Three-week work placement for 
hands-on experience

This programme is open to young people aged 16-18 (or 19-24 with an
EHCP) who are eager to build the skills they need for apprenticeships or
future employment.

Accepting referrals for our upcoming Pre-Apprenticeship Programme.  
20 places available for the next cohort. 

Programme Overview
Ages: 16-18 (19-24 with an
EHCP)
Next Cohort Start
 Date: 13th April 2026
Duration: 12-16 weeks

Additional Support
Bursary available for travel and food
expenses
DBS required for work placements in
childcare, education, or care sectors
Birth certificate is required on enrolment

Pre-apprenticeship Programme:

Blackburn Rovers Community Trust  is dedicated to providing all members of the local
community with access to a top-quality program focused on grassroots football,
educational initiatives, inclusion projects, and awareness campaigns. 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=4z_73MnpOkKh2hSKSzouYOd_3FgWRoVNkUVY_fzkoYRUNUQ2Q0VTOEQyNkwySFFRUFE0RENGVlgxTS4u&route=shorturl


Newground have a dedicated team who can support individuals getting into work,
improving confidence, developing new skills and raising future aspirations.

Youth Action works with all young people from all
communities aged 5 to 25

www.youthaction.org.uk

01254 695847

hello@YouthAction.org.uk

Get In Touch 

For more information 
on the

courses offered 
please contact: 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youthaction.org.uk%2F&h=AT25MYLwuAxuqYStJpmnaSA5WhUQaaWtBtCPTthTt-hOLQP2K5Qgk3LpLHVeHEPFfjBXpq9DEkF1CWU6XoyKWdXnaX9QQkgM7rC_JHVXTyEacF8FOLLBTVd82FY9mLWtPFM2oH3G6qJcdEPnAIXR9w


How to Apply: Ongoing application process with flexible start dates.

Volunteering offers a great way to enhance your CV while making a
positive impact.

We offer a range of volunteering roles that allow individuals to gain
valuable experience while giving back to the community.  

Roles Include: Wellbeing Hub Support, Matchday AssistantBirthday Party Helper, Holiday Camp Assistant

Age: 
16 - 30yrs

VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES 

www.chipinbwd.co.uk

Requirements: DBS check and two references 

Benefits: Safeguarding training, Inclusion training

There are 

Community CVS are here to help you find your perfect volunteering
opportunity. It’s our mission to make volunteering in Blackburn with
Darwen easy to access, fulfilling and life-changing for everyone.

179 local volunteering opportunities in BWD

Browse our extensive directory of local volunteering opportunities in Blackburn, Darwen

www.communitycvs.org.uk

For more information visit the website: 

For more information visit the website: 

Lancashire Volunteer Partnership (LVP) is a gateway into public service
volunteering.  It may be that you would like to gain experience in a specific
area, or learn and progress in your career; volunteering is a great way of
trying something new. Or perhaps you would like the chance to meet new
people and give something back by making a difference to someone’s life.

For more information visit the website: www.lancsvp.org.uk

Our volunteer programme lets you share your passion and ensures our work
stays community-led. We provide full training for every role, with chances
for further development. You'll also have regular support from Anthony, our
Volunteer Development Officer, to help you make the most of your
experience.

For more information visit the website: www.refreshbwd.com

https://chipinbwd.co.uk/


INFORMATION / EVENTS 

FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

employmentsupport@blackburn.gov.uk
01254 66648301254 666483

Your one-stop shop for jobs, training & support

Explore different 
career sectors

Discover various 
career paths

Enhance your 
abilities

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61566933970881
https://www.instagram.com/bwd_essh/


If you would like to share organisational updates, success stories, or collaborative 
working experiences, we'd love to hear from you! 

Please send your submissions via email to 
sabiha.patel@blackburn.gov.uk

OUR PARTNERS


